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Map 1: Two  corridors that link Serengeti National Park through  Ikona WMA up to Maasai Mara 

National Reserve, traversesing through Robana river up to Borenga village  which then joins the 

second corridor from Ikongo swamp in Tanzania to Maasai Mara National Reserve in Kenya.

Map 2: Three dispersal areas in Bunda district: Route1; is the longest one from Grumeti Game 

Reserve (GGR) to Butiama, route 2; Serengeti National Park (SENAPA) - Grumeti Reserve - down to 

Lake Victoria and a regular route 3; SENAPA to Lake Victoria through Serengeti, Nyatwali and Tamau 

villages which is a potential dispersal area for wildlife within Speke gulf area.
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Raising Community awareness on Socio-
ecological values of wildlife corridors, 
migratory routes and dispersal areas

Wildlife corridors, migratory routes and dispersal 
areas are vital for ecosystem functioning.  Wildlife 
species disperse or migrate across different 
habitats due to various reason that are linked 
to both external or environmental factors i.e 
drought, floods, diseases, fires and also to access 
important needs such as pasture, water, avoiding 
predation risks and enhancing genetic viability.  
To ensure the survival of any ecosystem it is 
necessary to maintain existing wildlife dispersal 
areas and migration routes and corridors. 
These are the prime means of securing habitat 
connectivity, serving as important conduits that 
preserve access to the larger habitat.  Despite 
the important benefits accrued from conserving 
wildlife corridors, Human-Wildlife Conflicts 
appears to be the main threat in their existence. 
Human-wildlife conflicts  continues to increase 
around many protected areas. In order to resolve 
these problems, there is a need to develop 
effective strategies to aid in securing wildlife 
dispersal areas and migratory routes/corridors is 
important. Realizing this, Vi Agroforestry through 
SEMA project in collaboration with Tanzania 
National Parks and other project partners, 
implemented important environmental projects 
such as village land use plans and provided 
incentives to encourage community participation 
in conserving wildlife in their village lands.

SEMA conducted training to wildlife community 
conservation groups/Tembo groups with 75 total 

participants from Bunda and Serengeti districts. 
The training aimed at raising awareness to local 
communities on the importance of the corridor 
protection in reduction of human-wildlife conflicts, 
and land-use planning was among the key tools 
which were emphasized. Villagers were also 
trained on the locations of the identified corridors 
and values that can be obtained if corridors were 
to be conserved in their land. Among the most 
important values that were emphasized during 
the training were socio-ecological values that 
include:-

i.	 Healthy corridors can help the community 
to have clean air, adequate supply of 
clean water, from reserved forest within 
the corridors.

ii.	 If well maintained and conserved, 
corridors can provide pasture lands for 
livestock, which will in turn reduce the 
level of encroachment to the park i.e 
reducing park-community conflicts.

iii.	 They are important recreation sites 
for communities that can be used for 
hiking, walking, jogging, cycling, nature 
photography and wildlife viewing.

iv.	 Education and training: Communities 
were informed on the rich species diversity 
that the corridors will develop and thus 
become best and suitable for training and 
research. 

v.	 Economic benefits: Natural corridors 
generate revenue through ecotourism 
and provide employment opportunities for 
the areas to young people. 





Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI)
P. O. Box 661, Arusha - Tanzania

T: +255 27 254 9571, F: +255 27 254 8240
Email: barua@tawiri.or.tz, Website: www.tawiri.or.tz


